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| AND alſo in Preaching Salvation to all Alike, 
giving that to Sinners that belongs to Saints, and 
that to Saints that belongs to Sinners; and ſo not 


giving to every One their due Portion, give s great 
pts W 


HERE have been many Erroneous Ser- 

; mons preach'd, and Books writ, which. 
ave corrupted, and poiſon'd the Minds and judg- 
ments of Mankind, and done the Devil great 
ice thereby, being ruinous and deſtructi ve to 
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the Souls of Men; which together with the Un- 
aithfulneſs of ſome Miniſters of the Goſpel, in 

"pot Warning the People of their Sin and | 

gend not Laying down ſuch Marks and Signs, faith= Wt 


fully and plainly, whereby People might know their 


anger, | N 
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e . to believe, the many 4 * have e- 
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may know his Pag 122 : "For thoſe Thing: 
What are neceſſary to be known for "Gans ove are 
inly laid down in the Holy Seriptures, rr that 
1 bs 1 in the due Uſe of Ordinary Means, 
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Firſt, THEIR Want of the Trae Fear of GOD, 
{and 4 Saving W ork of Grace, or Regeneration 
7 chem ſelves. Fg {ue 78 N 


Second - MOST of o'r receive r Main- 
bibauce em the Pevple they preach to, and, 
F thetefort, they generally rake more Care to pleaſe, 
Iban to pre ft them, and thereby they do plainly 
F declare, That they had rather run the Hazard 
pF of Loſing, and Danming their own Souls, and 
© The Souls of thoſe they preach to, thay faithfully 
| diſcharge their Duty, deny themſelves. for Griſt 
as they ought, and truſt in GOD for their tem- 
** Suff, and Heiner · 


1 E LIEVE, e no honeſt faith Mini- 
75 will be offended at what I have ſaid, and as 
Zu aan; 1 _ fa, As it wa once ſaid by 


David, 
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David, in 4 Cafe; 1s there hot —_— 
When it is a Matter of fuch greas Lament aiim 
that there is ſo hills ibe Power of Gali 
and true Chriſtianity to be ſeen among People of 
any Per ſuaſter” Hud 20 thin, what vaſt NU 
bers of People are puſting td fe, tiat hg 
ever met” with 0 N Er al n 
_ * as 
(fs . 2 * 
AND al it F but . 15 
temen it ny 7 5 moſt People to be m__ 
about the State of their Souts, who think they 
are in the Way to Heaven and Happine ſu, when | 
they are at the ſame" Time Lein a 5 | | 
Hell, and Deſtruttion- a ry 


J HOPE, when at theſe Thing 5s are 1 _ | 
you rd. my Hain any well wo par don u 


SOME of the Error: {bave ment ion d, e 
rades bo to confute in the following Treanifes * 
in which they are chiefly treated of; which ara | 
fome of the Antinomian and Arminian oath ® 
THE Antinomians teach, That Men har 
no Ability to imptove the Means of Gre 
or to do Good Works; which plainly ſhewali | 
that they do, thereby, in BRA, te ach, That Wl 
never was in the Power of them that pally 
riſh'd everlaſtingly, to prevent their owl $ 
Ruin; and that GOD was the Author 
Their Everlaſting Dee and POW hy q | 
1 
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—— 478 
| ou * oſe to damn them; which, with many | 
© other abominable Errors, 1 we ack of the 

1 / _ Nature, they deſtroy all Religion. 


. THE Arminians feach, That Men can do 9 
all that is requir'd of them; viz. They can th 
& Belicre, Repent, Convert their own Souls, 
and keep all GOD's Commandments, ſo as 
chat they may obtain Everlaſting Salvation, 
aud all by their natural Power and common 
= Grace 3 and are juſtify'd by Works, or upon 
Condition of Obedience to the Goſpel. The | 
& Papiſts, and ſome others teach, the Doctrine of 
# Merits and Juſtification by Works; and that 
& Chriſt dy'd only to ſatisfy for our Defeats, 
Jer for what we fall ſhort in; and there 
if they do, as much as in them lies, rob GOD of 
the Honour of His Free Grace, invalidate the 
© Righteouſneſs, and Merits of our Lord Fe ſus 
Chriſt, and binder themſelves from obtaining 
Good: For no Man hath any Reaſon to 
, that GOD will give Perſevering Grace 
its him, that thinks he can perſevere by his na- 
rural Power and common Grace; and that GOD. 
vill impute Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to them, that 
Pelieve they ſhall be ſav'd by their own Righteouſ- 
Wneſs 5 and bring them to Heaven at laſt, that 
An, thought to climb up thither by the Thread 
Bf their own Obedience, or by meriting thereby; 
we cannot be ſav'd without Obedience to the 
Law, as hath been ſhem'd. : 
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SOME Men teach, That they that were 
not ordain'd to Eternal Life before the Foun- 

| dation of the World, ſhall not be ſav'd, let 

them do what they will, or can. | x 

) JJ I4SS1 5 PEW VET. 


' OTHERS teach, That none are Elected: 
And that none of Mankind are at all, or in 
| any Senſe Juſtify'd, until they do Believe, Þ 
and Repeat. ke „ 


| SOME alſo teach, That Men can do all 
| Things that are requir'd of them. 


AND Others b „ that Men have no || 
Strength, and can do nothing. 


SUCH Unſound and Unſcriptural Notions 
have infected great Part of the Chriſtian World : 
| And GOD only knows, what Advantage the 
Devil hath made of ſuch Errors. 


SOME Godly and Learned Divines, have en- 
dleavour d to confute theſe Errors, both from the 
Preſs and Pulpit ; but moſt of their Diſcourſes of 
this Nature, have been left ſo in the dark, and 
for want of right Diſtinctions and Cautions, that 
they have done little, or no good, if not much ih 
Hurt thereby; and ſo many People have periſh's W 
for want of a true Notion of Things : For Errors iſ 
in Opinion, are as Dampable as Errors in Prac- 
1120 
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| ng! 7 4,5 . ds ST 179 2 E Gt 
= 228 070 therefore; ape, that theſe ſew Lines 
aw be of ſame Uſe „ in Setting thoſs Great 
* Truths in a Clearer Light : Read them carefully 
and canſider the Strength of ev'ry Argument, and | 
| the LORD give you Underſtanding in all Di- 1 
e which, ther He may do, i, te 
| earty rayer of 2 | . 7 
1 e Your Real Friend, 1 50 
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WHEREIN 


The Antinomian, as well as Þ 
the Oppolite Errors of | 


the Arminians are con- 
futed. 


Firſt, 3 Men are Rational 
Creatures, endu'd with Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding, whereby they do, 
or may, know what is Good, and what is 
Evil, as to common known Truths, and the 
external Parts of Religion. They may receive 
the Knowledge of the Truth, Heb. 10. 26. And W1 
know their Maſter"s Will, Luke 12. 47. But 
not ia a ſpiritual and aving Manner. Alſo, Bj 
B they | 
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they may know, what are the Rewards of 
Vertue, - and the Puniſhments of Vice; for 
Ethere is nothing more plain, and obvious in 
he Scriptures, than thoſe Things are. 
- *Secopdly, EVERY Man hath in him, a Con- 
Efcience that excuſes him when he doth well, 
and accuſes him when he does Evil; Rom. 2. 15. 
and the Spirit of GOD- ftrives with all 
Men, and knocks at the Doors of their Hearts, 
E Rev. 20. by His Word and Spirit; where- 
by they are convinc'd of their Sin and Mi- 
ery, and mov'd to what is Good, while the 
Day of GO D's Grace is continu'd unto 
Ethem, and they are not given up to, Sig. 
And tho? it is ſaid in Scripture, that ſome 
| were hardned and blinded; yet GON never 
did, nor will, judicially blind, and give up 
any Man to Sin and Damnation, until he hath 
firſt ſinn'd away his Day of Grace, and giv'n 
» GOD. juſt Cauſe to give him up; as you may 
- plainly ſee in Hof. 4. 7. Rom. 1. 24, to the End. 
Prov. 1. 24, to the End. 2 Theſ. 2. 10, 11. 


"Thirdly, THE Tenders of GO D's Grace 
und Mercy, are offer'd to all Men in general, 
| Revs 22. 17. And whoſoever will, let him eome, 
und take of the Water of Life freely. Suppoſe a 
| Great Rich Man ſhonld invite a certain * 
ber of poor diſtreſſed People to come to him, 


aànd promife them, that if they did come, he - | 


would relieve them, and ſupply all their 
% Wo g Wants, 
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the Potter doth with his Clay, yer He willl 


as the Fowls of the Air, do, who he knew 
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Wants, when at. the ſame Time he knews 
that they were not able to come to him; and 
if they ſhould, he would do nothing for them; 
would not all that heard of it, ſay, that it 
was a very baſe, and wicked Thing, for ſuch 
a Man to do ſo; for he would become a Lye 
to them, mock. them, and ſport at their Mi- 
ſery: And can we Rugk, that the Great and 
Righteous GOD wil do any ſuch Thing? 


- he eee a ch 
nat loſt His Power to command, tho we have lof 
our Power to b wo * 


Anſ. I anſwer, GOD, indeed, hath as great 
p wer now, as ever He had; yet this is cer- 
tain, that as GOD cannot lye, ſo He cannot 
be unjuſt, nor unmerciful, as an Earthlyf 
King, tho he hath Power to do many things, 
which, for his Honour and Conſcience-Saked 
he may, or doth forbear the doing of. 

AND tho GOD can do with Mankind, ag 


” 


do nothing with them; but what is conſiſtengl 
with the Glory of all His Attributes Fol 
He ts righteow in all His Ways, and holy in a 
His Works, Pſal. 145. 17. e 
As ſuppoſe, that any Man ſhould command 
his Children and Servants to fly in the AirJ 
Were not able, nor appointed to do ſo, and 
then ſhould ſexerely pool them for thei j 
| 2 


N08 


.. . 


6 2 MIN“ 


mot flying at his Command; how unjuſt, and 
idiculous, would ſuch a 3 appear to be, 
in che Sight of all Good and Wiſe Men: And 
Kean we imagine, that the Almighty and Gra- 
eious GO D will do any Thing like it, com- 
mand His Creatures to do thoſe Things, that 
He knew they are not able to do, and then 
puniſh them for ever, far not doing them. 

# AGAIN, conſider, that GOD did not on- 
Hy foreſee, what Men would he before He 


o 
* 
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Nen ſeveral Hundred Years after they were 
Jon Earth, before any general Law was re- 
Eveald, and giv'n to the World by Writing 3 
therefore, GOD knew very well, what Men 
could do, when the Law was giv 'n. 
| Secondly, ALL Men have Power to uſe the 
ſubordinate Means, and if they be not want- 
ing to themſelves, may by the Grace of GOD, 
keep the Commandments, in ſuch a Manner, 
tas GOD, thro' Chriſt, will accept, tho' they 
do not act perfectly according to the Letter 
Frof the Law: I mean, they may ſincerely keep 
them, for Sincerity is Goſpel-Perfe&ion. But 
having ſpoke to this Purpoſe in other Places 
I ſhall ſay no more to it now. 
if AND, GOD hath ſent forth His Goſpel- 
Miviſters to preach to, and inſtruct all Men, 
Mart 16. 15. 2 Tim. 2. 25, 26. 40 
ff AND if Men had no natural and moral 
power to amend their Lives thereby, the 
{Preaching of the Miniſters would be to no 
"2: Ne >. . 13 . more 
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made the World, but did ſee what was in : 
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more Purpoſe, than if they Coal to meer | 
Stocks and Stones. 


Four! ly, GOD bath giv'n a natural Powe! 
and moral Grace, call'd Common Grace, to all 
Men, which may enable them to forbear groſs 
Sins, as to the outward Act; and to foe 
common, outward, moral Duties, and to uſe 
thoſe Means, wherein GOD doth uſually be- 
ſtow His Converting Grace, as Hearing, and 
Readino the Word, Prayer, &c. for Men are 
free Agents as to the external Parts of Reli- 
gion, having in, them a ſelf-determining Fa- 
culty, in moral Duties, and in forhearihg 
groſs Sins. And as they have Power to Eat, 
Drink, Walk, Talk and Work; ſo have they 
Power to perform thoſe Duties. 

SOMETHING agreeable to this Aſertion, | 
is at large ſet down, in a little Book, call'd, 
A Declaration of the Congreoational, or Inde- 
pendant Miniſters in and about London, againſt 
Antinomian Errors, &c. beginning at the 
41ſt Page therein, in their Oppoſition to the 
Tenth Error mention'd in that Book. And in | 
Mr. Meud's Book, call'd, The Almoſt Chriſtian, | 
Page 88. it is aid, That an Unregenerate 
% Man may do all, as to external Duties and 
„ Worſhip, that a True Chriſtian can do. 

AGAIN, conſider, that the wicked and 
flothful Servant ſpoken of in the 25th of 
St. Matthew, that hid his Lord's Money in 
the Earth, had as much Power to haye traded 


( with 


iv N ais Beffrudi: 


ich, and improv'd his Talent, as he had, that 
had five Talents; and as the others had, that 
= are there ſpoken of, which did improve their 
| Talents, Tx 
| 1.1, HIS Talent was the ſame for Nature, 
| and Quality, with the Talents of the reſt; it 
| was all Money, as you may ſee, in the 19th 
| of St. Luke, which is Metaphorically under- 
ſtood: to be moral Grace. 
1. 24ly, THE Fault he was charg'd with, and 
| condemn d for, was, for his not putting his 
Lord's Money to the Exchangers, an Act 
which any Man can do, that hath Money, as 
ar Experience plainly A 

. 3dly, THOSE Words, his Lord ſaid unto 
bim, Thou org hreſt, &c. are of the Potential 
food, and Sify. Power to-do. _ 1 
8 had he not had Power to improve 
hy Talent, he would, no Doubt, have been 
ready enough to have told his Lord ſo; as 
he, was to ſpeak, what he did, for he had Li 
0 5 to ſpeak for himſelf. 

80 that it js very plain, that he had as 
much Power to do his Maſter's Will, as the 
75 Servants had, but his evil Heart and 
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othful Temper enclin'd him to negle& it. 
AND here obſerve, that by this Parable is 
ſet forth GOD's Manner of Dealing with all 
ankind, that ever were, and ſhall be in the 
World; for the Kingdom of Heaven is com- 
ar'd to it, as you may ſee i in thoſe afore- 
dire Places about it. N 
"iy By 
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t - BY chis you may alſo ſee, that this Parable 
© | doth ſhew, that all Men have Power to im · 
r — their Talents of Grace, that are ei A | 
"Ws | 
L AND that Grace, that was firſt beſtow'd | 
˖ upon them all there-nam'd, or is ſet forth hy 
1 it, in that Parable, was common or moral | 
5 Grace; which is plain from the Reaſons be- 
fore - named: For had it been ſaving Graces |] 
| then he that had but one Talent would: have 
& | improyd it; and not have fall'n totally and 
t 
; 


| 
| 


finally away, and periſh'd as he did: Forathey | 
that be once in à State of ſaving Grace, wall | 
never fall en and Leger Jer. 335 3- | 
) John 4. 14. | 
1 AND again obſerve, that "thoſe that did 
improve their Talents that are mention'd in 
e the ſaid Parable, had ſaving Grace . þ 
n upon them; becauſe there is ſo much fign 
s in thoſe Words, that were ſaid to 2 — | 
L they had improv'd their Talents, Mat. 15 | 
21, 22, 23. There it is ſaid, both to him that 
bad improv'd his five Talents, and to him 
that had improv'd his two Talents, Weil done, 
thou good and ſaithful Servant, thow baſt been 
faithful over a few Things, enter thou into the | 
8 Foy of thy Lord Which plainly ſhews, that 
I they had not entred into the Joy of their 
Ee Lord before; and that they had that, ſaving 
1- Grace beſtow'd' upon them, that ſhould end 
-in everlaſting Joy: For ſaving Grace is Glory 
deans as is evident from 1 Theſ. 2. 12. Thar | 
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ye would walk worthy of GOD; who hath tailed 

Jou to His Kingdom and Glory. John 6. 47. Ve- 
ily; verily, I ſay unto you, he that believeth on 
me bath Everlaſting Life. Fat, 


-> SOME have taught, that by the Lord's 
calling his Servants to Account in that Pa- 
Fable, to ſee what ev'ry Man had gain'd by 
Trading, is ſet forth the general judgment; 


or-elſe ev'ry Man's particular Judgment after 
his Death: But my Opinion is, that it is 
meant of GOD s inſpecting into our Improve- 


ment of His Talents, while we are in this 
Life, and His judging, and Rewarding us ac- 
cordingly. But however that was, this is e- 


vident, that thoſe of them, that did improve 
their moral Grace, had ſaving Grace beſtow'd 


upon them; and it is no where to be prov'd 


by Scripture, that GOD ever did, or ever 


will deny ſaving Grace, to them that have 
improv d, or ſhall improve their moral Grace. 


AND here obſerve, that moral Grace is 


GOD's:Gift, as well as ſpecial and ſaving 
| Grace, and that there are ſcv'ral Degrees of 


moral Grace; ſome have a greater Meaſure 


of ir, than others have; as is very evident 
from many Places of Scripture, &c. yet ev'ry 


Man hath ſo much.of it, as will leave him 


| wholly, and for ever without Excuſe; be- 


cauſe it is his Duty to improve his Power in 
the Uſe of Means, Ezek. 18. 31, 32. 


Fifth ly, 
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b Fiſihiy, UNREGENERATE Mea are not 
fo much defil'd with Sin, but they haye 


| Power to reform their Lives; as is very evi- 
dent, if we do but conſider, how Ahab, the 

People of Niniveb, and others repented, and 

reformed, when they were threatned with 
Deſtruction. 5 | 


ALSO, How many wicked Men have pray'd 
to GOD, and reform'd upon their Deaths, 
Beds, or in a Storm at Sea, or when con- 
demi'd to dye by the Laws of the Land: 
And thoſe that have been addicted to Swear- 
ing, and profane Diſcourſe, have refrain'd 
from thoſe curſed Practices, when they have, 
been in Company with a godly. Miniſter,” or: - 
with others, whom they knew to be averſe 
to thoſe Things, if they had any Value, or 
Eſteem for them. Tn 
Sixthly, THO? GOD when it hath pleas d 
Him, hath exerted His ſovereign, and ſpecial. } 
Grace, Mercy, and Power, in converting 
great and notorious Sinners, ſuch as Manaſſeb, 
Paul, Mary Magdalen, and many others, yet 
He is not bound always to do ſo; for when 
600 manifeſted the Glory of His Mercy in 
their Salvation, He might have manifeſted the 
Glory of His Juſtice in their Deſtruction, if 
it had pleas'd Him. 3 'Y 
AND, I believe, there is no Man that can 
be guilty of a more abominable Error, or do 
the Devil a greater Service, than they that Ii 
perſwade themſelves, _ others, that they f 
. | _NAVg 
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Obj, SOME. haye objedted; That Man by his 
Fall in Adam, loft all his Power of doing good, 

ahd is thereby uncapable of Life, by that Co- 

| venant. of Works, becauſe. it requireth perfect. 

Obedience. Gal. 3. 19. For it i written, Curſed 

is every one that continueth not in all things, which 

| are written in the Book.of the Law to do them. 


An. I Anſwer, Man did not loſe the Free- 


dom of his Will by the Fall of Adam, only 
the Goodneſs and Rectitude of it; and, GOD 
did never give the Devil Power to force any, 
Man to Sin, for then He would be the, Author 
of Sin. The Devils and Damo'd in, Hell, are 
GY 6: 8 not 
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not fore'd to curſe and blaſpheme GOD; but | 
it is their eril Nature moves; and inclines 
LE 2009 eo oh] 7 nes ow 
AND then conſider, that GOD foreſaw 
the Fall of Adam, which none deny, and alf6- 
he did foreſee, what would be in Man, and 
therefore He did contrive, how to deal with 
him, in ſuch a Method, às ſhould be conſiſ- 
tent with the Gry of His Juſtice and Mercy: 
So that neither Men, nor Devils might ever 
be able to find Favft with Him, nor accuſe 
Him vf the leaſt Injuſtice to all Eternity. 
AGAIN, the Lord hath made with Man 
another Covenant, commonly cal'd, The Coe 
venam of Grace ʒ and there are divers Ad mini- 


ſtrations thereof, as that which is ſpoken of 


in Heb: 12. 24. and in Heb. 8.6. It 1s call'd, Wl 
A new; and better Covenant, or Teſtament; it 


is call'd better, becauſe it is confirm'd by the 
Death of Chriſt, Heb. 13. 20. And tho' the 
Subſtance of the Old, and New Teſtament be 


the ſame; yet the New Teſtament is more 
profitable, and comfortable than the Old, ſo 


that now, all Mankind are brovight into a fal- 


vable State by Jeſus Chriſt; Cor. 1 5. 22. For as 
in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſpall all be made 
alive. The Meaning is, that as in Adam, all 
Mankind are brought into a State of Sin, and 


ſo made liable to Eternal Death, ſo in Chrift 
ſhaltall be brought into a State of Life, that 
they may be ſay'd, if they be not wanting to 


Ca... am» 
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dam ; Rom. 5. 12. yet no Man ſhall be eter- 
Rally damn'd purely for that Sin, but ſor the 
Fffects of it; namely, his own actual Sins: 
Which is fully prov'd in Exet. 18, and 2 Cor; 

TOs +: 7 FFC 
1 AND tho' GOD was pleasd to inflict tem- 
Poral Death, and many other Afflictions upon 
Men, as the Fruits and Effects of Original and 
Actual Sin; yet they that accept of that Sal- 
vation which is offer d, ſhall obtain a greater 
Good by Jeſus Chriſt, than they loſt by the 
Fall of Adam. Rom. 5. 15. But not as the Of- 
ſence, ſo alſo is the free Giſt; ſor iſ thro the Ofe 
Wl fence af ene, many be dead, much more the Grace 

of God, and the Giſt by Grace which is by one 

Man Feſus Chriſt hath abaunded unto many. 
: AND remember, that G O D will never 
condemn any adult Perſon at laſt, for any Sin, 
either Original, or Actual, that he had no 
Power to avoid, or truly to repent of: (The 
Scripture being ſilent concerning the Salvation 
of Infants, and the Manner how GO D will 
ſave them, only they that were born within 
the Pale of the-viſibleChurch, of believing Pa- 
Tents, have been taken into it by the Seal of 
the Covenant, and ſome of them were ſancti- 
fy'd and ſav'd, therefore I ſhall ſay no more 
of them now.) For the Judge of all the Earth 
will do right. Where much was giv'n, much 
will be be requir'd; and where little was giv'n, 
GOD will require the leſs. None will ever & | 
TY hong 2 IE able 


able to moſt to GOD, Lord pip thou Hadi m eg 


me more Grace, would have done betten 
for GO D will never condemn. Men for im- 
poſſibilities: For if He ſhould, He would bs f 


the Author of their Deſtruction. In the Am 

blies Annotat int on Ezeki 18. 26. it is fad; 
that it is the Rule of the Sovereign Juſtive'of 
GOD, that the Death of every one, ſhail be 


the Puniſhment of their own proper Sin; ex 


cept they bring down the Puniſhment of 6% 


thers Sins on their own Heads; by conniving 
at their Sins, or not endcavouring their A- 
mendment. See Old Ely's Caſe, 1 Sam. 1. 2, 3. 
And for any to profeſs otherwiſe, is abomi- 
nably erroneous, being contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures, and Attributes of GOD. 


BUT perhaps ſome may object, that it is 


faid in the Second Commandment, that God 
will viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, 
unto the Third and Fourth Generation * _ 
that hate Me. 

Ee ft, | Anſwer, That if Children do con 
any Sin, that they were caus'd, or encourag d 
to commit, by their Parents Command or Ex- 
ample, and they live, and die in thoſe Sins, 
without Repentance, will for ever be puniſh'd 
for them; but no Child will ever be puniſh'd 
eternally, for any Sin of-his Parents, that he | 
himſelf did not commit, as hath been prov'd. 

-2dly, WHEN any People do wickedly; or 
fooliſhly, run out their Eſtates, ſo that — 
bring theniſelves,/ and their Children to Po- 


verty, 
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yerty, in that Reſpect, their Children will faf- 
fer in this World for their Parents Sins. 
34h, WHEN People beget Children, when 
they are rotten with ſome foul, or in fectious 
Diſtemper, whereby the Lives of their Chil- 
| dren ate ſnortned in this World: And as for 
what js threatned in Scripture, to them that 
| were begot in Whoredom, it is all meant of 
dome temporal Judgments; for Jeptha was a 
| Baſtard; Judges 1141, 2. and yet he was ſav'd, 
as you may ſec in Heb. 11. 32: where he is men- 
tion d among thoſe Worthies, who all had true 
iet 49! 24 harden 
| ALL which doth: plainly ſhew, that Mens 
| Deſtryction is of themſelves, and therefore 
| GOD will be juſt in condemning, and dam- 
ning the Wicked at the Day of judgment, be- 
| cauſe; they would not improve thoſe Talents 
hat GOD had gir'n them, and accept of that 
| Grace and Mercy that was offer'd to them: 
| And therefore it is ſaid in Ho. 13. 9. OlIſrael 
thou haſt deſtroy'd thy ſelf, but thy Help is in Me. 
> ALTHO*-no unregenerate Man hath atiy 
Power, without the ſpecial Grace of GOD to 
renew, and couvert his own Soul, in a ſpiri- 
tual; and ſaving Manner, neither can any Mafi 
merit GOD's Grace by any Thing that he can 
do, yet if Men will do what they can, GOD 
will give them more Grace, and enable them 
to do better: And becauſe Men do not im- 
prove that Grace, which GO D hath giv'n 
them, it is juſt with Him, to deny them 1 1 
&#% Bd | nc 
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and this is very plain from Luke 11. 9, 10. 
and from that Parable of the Talents, in the 
25th of St. Matthew, and from Luke 19, &c. 
IIHO' no Man doth ſo well as he can in all: 
Reſpects, yet when Men allow themſelves; and 
delight in what they know, or may know to! 
be. ſinful, and chooſe Evil; chooſing. that for 
their, Portion and Happineſs (it being thar 
which they chiefly love and thirſt after) what- 
ſoeuer it be that is beneath GOD, ſpiritual; 
and heav'nly Things that they ſo chooſe; and 
refuſe good, viz. to do thoſe Things that will? 
procure the Love, and Fayour, and Grace of 
GOD, and to be conformable to His bleſſed! 
Will; their Damnation is juſt: And this is 
| prov'd at large in Prov. 1. 24, to the End. 
and in Prov. 14. 14. The Backſlider in Heart | 
ſhall be fill d with His own Ways. 8 
ALT H O' there is no rational Creature, 
but what deſires Happineſs; yet there are bur 
few, that underſtand the true Notion of Hap=: | 
pigeſs, and the right Way to attain it; and by 
Reaſon. of the Depravity of moſt Mens Hearts | 
and Natures, they have no Heart to labour: | 
after that Knowledge, and put thoſe. Things 
in Practice, that will bring them to true -Hap- 
pineſs; but chooſe, and practice the con- 
THERE is nothing, that doth ſo much, 
and ſo clearly prove, that Mens Deſtruction: | 
is of themſelves; and that GOD is juſt in 
their Condemnation, as their Chooſing ry 4 
| an 


| 
j 
[ 
{ 
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and Refuſing Good, doth: For GOD having 
gien Men Power to chooſe Life, and refuſe 
Death, Deut. 30. 19. They wilfully chooſe Death; 
that is, they chooſe thoſe wicked Ways, that 

will end in Eternal Death: And alſo, if 


Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, or any Temporal 


| Good Thing, or Enjoyment of this World, 
be greateſt in Men's Eſteem, tho* Men may 
not have their Deſires always anſwer'd in 
thoſe Things; yet by Coveting, and Deſiring 


them more than ſpiritual Things, they be- 
come guilty of Idolatry ; Col. 3.5. then their 


| Damnation is juſt, becauſe they have, what 
they did, in Effect, choofe; and only miſs that 
True Happinefs, which they refuſed, and re- 
| jected. Bays 


: Laitly, CONSIDER, that Heav'n is a Free 


| Gift, Luke 12. 32. Rom. 5. 15. Rom. 6. 23. 
| For. the beſt Duties that ever were perform'd 
by the beſt of Men, did not merit any thing 
at the Hand of G00; therefore, it is ſaid, 
Men we have done all, we are Unprofit able 


| Servants, who muſt be ſaved by JESUS 


CHRIST. But tho' GOD' is not bound 
to ſhew us Mercy, and ſave us for our Obe- 
dience to His Law, becauſe we cannot merit 
thereby, yet He who is Truth itſelf, and can- 


nor lye, hath of His Grace, and according to 


the Good Pleaſure of His Will, bound Him- 
ſelf by His Gracious Promiſes to do fo, to 


| them that do what they can, to perform 


the Terms, upon which the Promiſes are 
T7 made : 


4 
_ LE Es 
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made Some of which are theſe which follow | 
That. whoſaever comes to Chriſt lie will in no m 
caſt off; John 6. 37. For every one that asleth re- 
ceiveth, &c. Mat. 7. 8. He that | covereth bus Sins! 
ſalt not proſſ 3 hut whoſo confe ſſet h, and for- 
e them ſhall beve ercy. Prov. 28. 13. But) 
the wicked will tap turn from all his Sins, that be 
ath committed, and keep all my Statutes, and de 
that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely lius 
he ſhall not die. Ezek. 18. 21. But in every Nation] 
he that feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs 1s] 
accepted with him. Acts 10, 35. Many other 
Places there are to that Purpoſe. For tho God 
hath not promis d to reward us for our Works, 
yet He hath promis'd to reward every one ascore 
ding to his Works. 2 Cor. 3. 10. 


4. 

Obj. SOME Men thro' groſs Ignorance, and | 
the Deluſion of the Devil, have objected, that 
If they be elected to be ſava, they ſhall be ſau d, 

and nothing ſhall binder it : And if they be der 
creed to be damm d, they fool be damn d, and no- 
thing ſhall hinder it. er: 

BUT remember, that as GOD hath or- 
dain'd the End, ſo He hath alſo ordain'd the 
Means, to accompliſh that End, which is true 
and ſaving Repentance, a good rents and Aa 
good Life. | 

AND. as for them that are concern'd about: 
their State, whether they be Elected to Eter- 

nal Salvation, or not, their beſt Courſe to 
know that, is to conſi 4 


6s PI. A | 80 Def : 


. F they have choſen 600 to be · thelt 
OD, and love Him above all Things, and 
pood Men, chiefly for the Sake of that Gates 
nd Goodneſs, that is in-them. 

. Secondly, IE-they have Reſpect to all GOD's 
Commandments. * 

Thirdly, IF their chiefDeſire and öden ti, 
be after ſpiritual and heav'nly Things, and 
heir greateſt Love be to them then they may 
be ſure, that GOD bath choſen them to be 
His people, and will ſave them. 

FOR there is no Way to know our Juſtifi- 
Feation, but by aur Sanctification; and there 
Lis no knowing our true 8a ntification, but by 
| thoſe. Marks and Signs, which are laid down 
fin the Scripture, for us to know our State by. 
| INDEED, there is Election; tor the Word 
Elf, or Election, proves the Doctrine of it; 
for it ſignifies to chooſe, or cul! out: The th 
of the Romans, and the firſt of the Epheſians, 
and other Places N a Plainly Prove 
Election. 7 1 2 

AND, 3 to prove this Point, con- 
2 that ſome notorious Sinners have been 
I'd as Fire-Brands out ot the Fire; whereby 
15 Meant a being converted from a very wicked 
Life, which alſo proves Election; becauſe 
uch wicked Men being averfe to all Goodneſs, 
and Enemies to GO D, GOD was no Way 
Pound to ſhew them Mercy and fave them; 
pad ſo he was wholly at his Liberty, to diſ- 
* of them as He pleas'd ; if He had 3 
8 THEM 
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them to all Eternity, He would have been in 
rank juſt, -ithere being nothing, but thi 
Wrath and Judgments of GOD denoune'dal 
gainſt them in all the rt pond while . 
continu'd in that State on I 
AGAIN, by this you nappſet, that ſome 
Men were ordain'd to Eternal Life, [before 
they did actually believe, repent, and _ 
And aàlſo ſome were choſe to Salvation befor 
they were born, Feu. 1. 5. Luke 1715} Rom 1 
and in Epbeſ. 1. ithe Apoſtle tdld the belie ring 
Eple ſiunt, that GOD bad choſen them bifare ti 
Foutidatiin of the Mold to rhy aan of Cbils | 
dre Teſm Chriſt; KMM. 2 
Thus GODi-hath left it to Himfelf, 1,66 j 
fave) ſome ölen in an extraordinary Way 
For as the Potter hath Powerrover the Clay; ſa 
- hath-GOD Power over Mankind; and) ind 
that reſpect, He wil baw Mercy on whoin He 
will Mere y. ' Vim 457% — 11 
AND as for the reſt of Men, if they wil 
improve their Talents, and accept of Com 1 
Grace and Mercy, they ſhall be ſaved, 28 hat 
been ſhewed more at large.” N 


Bs 0j SOME dave objected gen 3 Word | 

in — oth of the Romans, ' That GOD ſovea 
Jacob, and hated Eſau, before they: were born 
or had done Good, or Evil. ö 
Anſw. 1 Anſwer, That thoſe Words moſt 
be thus underſtood, that GOD did, befor 
Fey: were born, porpoſe in Himſelf to love 
| D 2 Jacobi 


ren 


., 0 aas to exert His Special and Sove- 
er Grace aud Mercy, in Flis True, and 


ewas no way bound to do to Eſun, neither 
GOD's Win to do ſo. 5177 * o 


be: beſtow'd upon him, when he ſhould come 


have nothing 
unable to e himſelf, at the Day of 


or had He improv'd his Talents, and done 
ell, 1 would have been accepted. Gen. 4. 7: 
2 12. LS. 


þ 


Scripture, we may obſerve, that GOD uſes 


al Good, and Future Stine: * 
'SOME few, or a certain Number of Many 


wion of the World, or before they were born, 
as-to purpoſe” and decree, that he would in 


Pon, in a ſpecial and fovereign Manner, 
BEpbeſe 1, 45/9; T1. ver. 4. According 4s He bath 
1 . 1 1 , es the Foundation of t he 

3 | 7, | World 


2 aving Converſion, in His due time; Which 
Was He bound to do ſo to Jurob ; but it was 
E AND that G00 did ſo hate Eſa, as that 


| ſhould: be left to act according to that 
Natural Power; and Moral Grace, that ſnould 


3 e ide World; for that all Men partake 
of, as hath: been ſhew'd before. Eſau will 
to ſay for himſelf, and will be 


dodgment, as any of the reſt of Mankind; 


AND from this, and ſome other Places of 
the fame Method with all Mankind, as he did 
ned Jacob and Eſau, in reſpect of their Spi- 
kind, GOD did fo love before the Founda- 


this own due time, manifeſt His Almighty 
Power and Goodneſs, in their ſaving Conver- 
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World. that we ſhould be holy, and wit hout Blame. 
before Him in Love. Ver. 9. Having made known. | | 
unto us the Myſtery of His Will, according to His | 
good Pleaſwe, which He hath purpoſed in Hin- 

ſelf. Ver. 11. In whom alſo we ha vr obtain d an 


Inberitanc e, being predeſtinated according to he 


Purpoſe of Him, who wor beth all Things aten be 
Counſel of His own Mill. Rom. 8. 30. Moreover; | 
whom He did predeſtinate, them He alſo called; 5 

and whom He called, them He alſo juſtify d; ant 
whom | He quftify'd , ther Ve alſo  glarify'd« 
2 Tim. 1. 9. Who hath ſaved iu, and called u 


with an holy Calling, not according to our Mors, 


but according to His own Purpoſe and Grace, 
which was given u in Chriſt Jeſus before tbe 
N en 
AND for a further Manifeſt ation of GOD'g | 
Glory and Power, He did alſo ordain, that all 


the reſt of Mankind ſhould be left to that na- 


tural Power and moral Grace, which He would 
give them, when they came into this World, 
as it pleas d Him, which if they did improve 


according to their Power and Ability, He 


would give them more Grace, ſo they may, or 
might be ſavd; which, I hope, is ſufficientix 
prov'd in this Book, and it cannot be prov'd, 
that GOD made Man on Purpoſe to damn him. 

FOR you may ſee in 2 Pet. 3. 1. The Lord is 
not flack concerning Hu Promiſe, ( as ſome Men 
count Slac kneſs) but is long-ſuffering to u. ward, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould |} 
come to Repentanc e. 1 Tim. 2. 4. Who will Pave -4 


e dd Oh FI AE > I 7 ets are on my 


EN 
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4 Men: to be ſewd and to came unto the Know- 
k | ledge of the Truth. Ver. 6. Who. gave Him(elf a 
F Ranſom for all, to be reſtifyd in due Time, 
1d john 7. The ſam came for.a Witneſs, to bear 


Witneſs 5 the El, that all Men cker. Him 


might believe. 
oh AND the Intendment of CHRIST's 8 


ing into the World, was not to deſtroy Men; 


dut to ſave them. Luke 9. 56. For the Son of 


Man is not come to deſtroy Men's Lives; but to 


2 ſave them, Luke' 19. 10. For the Son of Man i 14 
| eompto ſeek, and to ſave that which was loſt, Joh 


| 12. 47 For 1 dme not to . the World, * 


8 0: | 3 
© NOTHING. 3 was ; oreml; vpan 


. by GOD the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, 
When they enter d into 'the Covenant of Re- 


demption, or before the Foundation of the 


World, that any Man, as a Man, ſhould, for 
ever be deſtroy d; for JESUS CHRIST did 


not any thing, when he was in this World, 
relating to Man's Future State; but what 
was forc-ordain'd to be done by him; Which 
is evident from many Places of Scripture : 


For as CHRIST was in reſpect of His Grace, 


Mercy, and Good Will towards Men, when 
He came into this World, ſo He: ever was, 
is now, and ever will be. "Heb. 1 3. 8. JESUS 
CHRIST, the ſame Teſterday, to Day, and for 


Ever. The ſame may be {aid of GOD the 


ton HER, and GOD che HOLY G HOST ; 
| which 
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we 4 to 5 Fine if. 3 
hi Three Perſons ate all One in AM. 2 
Grace, Mercy; Will, omits Power, and | 
Eternity, S 
I Pray, GOD eSnvince all Men, what great 
Ignorance and Error they have manifeſted, © 
who have taught, That GOD decreed, of ſore- 
ordained from all Eternity, the Reprobation of the 

reateſt Part of Mankind, as ſuch, ee, 8 2 
ele of their Salvation. ä 

FOR in my Opinion, there is nothing that 

makes more for the Diſhonour of GOD, than 
ſuch Doctrine doth ; for it makes, as tho? | 
| GOD was the Author of Sin, and took De- 
light in Cruelty and Injuſtice. 2 

THOSE. Things are very clear: For if a 
Miniſter ſhould preach a Sermon from thoſe 
Words in Hoſea 13. 9. O Iſrael thou haſt de- 
ftroy d thy ſelf. And thoſe Words are no Alle- 
gory 5, but are giv'n us in a litteral Senſe; and 
ic is Blaſphemy to ſay, that there is any real 
Contradiction in them to the Holy Scripture; 
and therefore, he muſt be ſure to raiſe from 
thoſe Words, ſuch a Doctrine as this; z that 
Men's Deſtruction is of themſelves : And if he 
ſhould ſay any Thing in that, and in other 
Sermons, that did contradict that Doctrine, 
he ought not to be accounted a good, and 
ſound Preacher. 
NOW for Men to teach, that GOD did 
forc-ordain Men, as ſuch, or any Part of Man- 
kind, only as Men, to everlaſting Diſhonour | 
and Reprobatoin, would be as perfe& a Con- 
La- 
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tradiction to that Doctrine, of Means DM " 
KDE .themſelves, . as Eight is to Darkneſs, and 
as Good is to Evil, &c. and it is giving GOD 

the Lie; for what: He did before ordain, and 
gecree, will certaigly'come to paſs in His dae 
Time; for GOD is unchangeable in all His 
Furpofes, and Be ever was, and ever will be 
3 1 ; and therefore whatſoever any can do, or 
retend to do, to prevent his Deſigns; Will 
ſure to prove an for . . 
. «h, and none can . nk 


"AGAIN, there's is Fat 15 "Place of . . 
ture (if well underſtood ) that gives us 
leaſt Reaſon to believe, 1 any Men as 
ſuch; were fore ordaind to DeſtruQion; and 
deſtroy d in GOD's Decree; and that neither 
Men; nor Devils, will be able to ſay to GOD, 
at the Day of judgment, that they were fore- 
ordajn'd to do what they did; and to be, 
what they will then be; and what they wall 
come to ſuffer in Hell. 
FURTHER, e e that if GOD ſhould 
damn Men, for that, which it never was in 
their Power to do, and avoid; He would then 
be the Author of their DeſtruRtion, and not 
they theniſelyes: Eh 

FOR, ſuppoſe a Man ſhould be Kill. by 
the Fall of a Houſe, when he did not fore-ſee 
the Fall thereof, and was no Way able to 
prevent it: Or when juitly engag'd in Battle 
| wan his Enemies, when he us'd all the 188705 7 

Ss he 


N 


+6 NTT TE OE . eee APE ˙ m . 


# © 


HA 
Way foreſee, not/prevent. - - ud 1 
©, OR, if a Nan mould have all that he had, | 
violently” ta away by Thieves, it could 
, that ſuch a Man ruin'd 


ade, for | 


juſtly be ſaid, fromthe | 

indication of GOD's juft 

wicked, and ungodly | 
ſe the Ways of Wickedneſy 

and would not, by any Means be perfyadeg, |} 
and reform'd in Tim. P IN 
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34 Mews Destruction 


| .;,Altho' GOD did foreſee, that ſome, Part of 
Mankind would; deſtroy, themſelves, . before 
| the Foundation of the World. Act, 15; 18. 
| Known unto God, are all His Works from the Be- 


1 ginning of the, World yet that doth no Way 


rove, that Men's Deſtruction is not of them- 
| ſelves; becauſe ev'Ty. Man hath his Talent, or 
Talents of Power and Grace beſtow!d upon 
him; Which, if he would improve, and; do 
well, he ſhould be accepted, and brought to 
TS... [705 21-4 ee at: mn 
N b further to proverthig Point, obſerve, 
that GOD did foreſee: the Fall of Adam, 
| which was no Excuſe for him, as we may ſee 
| by, the Effects of it, or what fallow'd 3 becauſe 
| he had Power to ſtand, but would not. 
| AND again, it is very clear, that CHRIST 
did know who it was, that ſhould betray Him, 
John 6. 64, 65- And what Pilate, and the reſt 
of the Jews did, in condemning and putting 
of CHRIST to Death, was that, which GOD 
had before determin'd, and appointed to be 
done; Acts 2. 23. yet it was charg'd. upon 
them as their Sin, and they were puniſh'd ac- 
cordingly, except ſome of them that believ'd ; 
A.: 4. 4. becauſe they that did it, were not 
| forc'd to do it, tho the Thing it ſelf was very 
t iioſh >; 4 
18 it is good for People not to be too 
curious, in ſearching into GOD's Secrets; 
— ſecret Thing s belong to GOD, and Things re- 


| wealed to 1 and our Children. 
| L > 4 2 GOD's 
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- GOD ſecret Will is a 1 e to Himielf, 
and His revealed Will is a Rule to us. f 
AND by this it is evident, that CHRIST 
did not die far all Men alike; for if He did 
then all Men would have had alike Share, 185 
Benefit in, and by His Death; then Eau, 
Judi, and alf other notorious Sinners, and 
all the reſt of Mankind, would have been 
choſen Veſſels, and ſav'd, às well as Jacob, | 
Paul, Manaſſeß, and as. ſome :other great Of 
fenders Were. e 
FOR if it had been We upon between | 
80D the FATHER, and GOD the*'SON, 
in the Covenant of Redemption, made before | 
the Foundation of the World, that all Men 
fhould have an equal Benefit by Chriſt'sDeath, 
there was Virtue enough in the Blood of Chriſt, | 
to have merited it, and GOD in His Truth | 
and Faithfulnefs would have perform'd it; 
for He is ever mindful of His Covenant, and | 
13 is n ible Jer Hum ro lye. A 


0bj. AG AIN, Nene can come to „ Mes Faith 
Chriſt, except the Father, which hath ſem Ae, | 
dram him. | 
ALSO the Seripture ſaith, that It is not | 
in him that willeth, nor in "i that runnethi; 
but in GOD that ſheweth Mercy. 

Anf. 1 anſwer, That if Men would do'the 
beſt they can to come to Chriſt, and towards 
theit being ſav'd, GOD would draw them, 
new them N and sine tbem more 
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ma e ecutioners 
gare or the Funiſhment of others; 
re are calPa 3 in Pſalms 19. GOD's 
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Smd, and His Hand, not that He is the 
* of how So, 175 that * cnvet 


p ; y 
* 4 2 1 5 = { © 0 * 4 ? 


00 1b. 14 => And e 


Fam Sin. 
© Anſ. THOSE Perſons here ſpoken of, have 
ing choſen, the Way of. Sin and Wickedneſs, 
and prefer” d, the. Enjoyment of their Luſts, 
and- the Things of this Life, before the Ea. 
joyment of G O D's Grace, Favour, and E- 
ternal Happineſß, did provoke GOD there- 
by, to give them up. to their own Hearts 
Luſts; yet not ſo, as that they were forc'd 


to Sin, for s no * 10 as bath: Nes 
Mew d. 
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of the Devil; and "'by- thoſe Wt . | 
taken captive by. him: Ld his Milk the t is to ſays: 
talen al, 5 2a WI | 
AGAIN, they Bd. long y ange 
the Temptations of the Devil, Aud 
Eaught in his Snares fo often, that by evil 


Cuſfors and Habits, it -bectiye : maden 
- them to ſing that it was ver 


\þ Hard pe | 
them to do otherwiſe 4 - yet not 1 


for they were in a recoverable, 12 ae | 
vou may ſee in the Text. R | 


fett 


| Obj. Rom. 5. 6. For 4 ih were wit bont 
8 in 2 Ti me Chriſt dy u for the 1. 
go ly | | 
Anſ. TH AT: an unregenerate Man hath! 
no Strength of his own; and again, he! 


hath no Strength to ſerve GOD in a fave 
ing Manner. „ e ; 
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1 1 
Some Directions, 


Firſt, DR AV earneſtly to _Almighty.GODy 
for His Holy Spirit of Truth, ra 
guide you into all Truth. 
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Secondlyſ 


N ; Y N 4 1 * 5 wo 
Hr AR 9 dat 200d, found, | 
a lone Preachiug - 8 e 


erbe, BEWARE of reading fuch 255 
; yea uch Company, as are poyſon'd, 
rep ene Errocous Principles. - v1 . 
Den ee in ll His l. 
JOIN In all His Offices; 5 and the 
| heat of, as well as His Fro- 
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